
HISTORIC CENTENNIAL HILL 
CHOICE NEIGHBORHOOD 
TRANSFORMATION PLAN

Community Meeting 2
April 21, 2022

1



AGENDA – COMMUNITY WORKSHOP
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Project UpdatesBackgroundIntroductions

Vision Exercise Land Use Exercise Review - Questions



INTRODUCTIONS
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PROJECT TEAM
City of Montgomery
• Steven Reed, Mayor
• Marche’ Johnson, City Council District 3
• Robert Smith, Director of Planning
• Desmond Wilson, Director of Community Development
• Isaiah Sankey, Montgomery County, Alabama Commissioner District 4
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Montgomery Housing Authority
• Glynis Tanner, Acting President/CEO
• Amy Kell, Project Director
• LaTonya Surls, Director of Resident Services
• Jelani Moore, Real Estate Coordinator

APD Urban Planning and Management
O. Jesse Wiles, CEO/Principal Planner
Deborah Jensen, Senior Planning & Design Manager
Carter Coleman, Real Estate Development Associate
Reginald White, GIS Analyst



OUR 
PARTNERS
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PROJECT BACKGROUND
• Choice Neighborhoods is a HUD signature place-based program.
• It is a grants program, designed to address distressed HUD-assisted 

housing and struggling neighborhoods through a comprehensive 
approach to neighborhood transformation.

• The program builds on the success and lessons learned from the earlier 
HOPE VI program.

• Annual appropriations are provided from Congress since 2010, and 
continue today.

• This is a transformation plan for the Centennial Hill neighborhood, and 
will include new housing both to replace the obsolete Paterson Court, 
and for all who wish to live in Centennial Hill.
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UPDATES:
COMMUNITY 
MEETING 1 
RESULTS

• The first Community Meeting 
was held on December 2, 2021

• All the feedback you shared is 
summarized and will be part of 
the transformation plan.



MOST DESIRED
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Ben Moore Hotel
Mason Hall
College Hill Barbershop
Oak Park
Jackson & High Street

A grocery store, 
health services and 
restaurant are most 
wanted.

Better Streets
Shopping Area
Grocery Store
Sidewalks
Vibrant Neighborhood

Single Family House
Townhouse or Duplex
Mixed-Use Building

Preserve History
Add Parks and Lighting
Reduce Crime
Remove Vacant Buildings
Improve Housing Choice

Residents ranked safety as 
most important.

Public Investment

Commercial Uses

Housing Preferences

Historic Places

Vision

Hope to See

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Most Desired: Shopping, Safety Grocery, ParksPublic Investment: Safety was ranked as most important, followed by resident retention and historic preservation.



HISTORIC 
PLACES & 
MEMORY
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• Jackson Community House 
& Dexter Parsonage

• Ben Moore Hotel
• Victor Tulane on Ripley St.
• Mason Hall on Jackson
• Jackson St. Baptist Church
• Tradesman Club
• Odessas Blessing 

Restaurant
• Paterson Court Apartments
• Oak Park 
• The Planetarium
• Union Street
• Grove Street

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Most Desired: Shopping, Safety Grocery, ParksPublic Investment: Safety was ranked as most important, followed by resident retention and historic preservation.



COMMUNITY 
ANALYSIS 

• Data was collected and 
analyzed to understand the 
existing conditions in Centennial 
Hill today.



PEOPLE
What makes the 
Centennial Hill community 
different?
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Centennial Hill has 
10% more population 
below 18 years old 
compared to the City

97% of residents are 
Black compared to 
61% for the City 

The average 
household income for 
the neighborhood is 
$38,500 - less than 
the City average

65% of households in 
Centennial Hill live 
below the poverty 
level

There has been a 
slight population 
increase in Centennial 
Hill since 2000 

The unemployment 
rate for Centennial Hill 
is 3% higher than the 
City rate

Source: ESRI Community Analyst, APD Urban Planning and Management 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�Age Distribution: The neighborhood majority age group is less than 18 years of age at 36%. Seniors 65 years of age and older, comprise 16.1% of the population. 
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EMPLOYMENT & EDUCATION

Source: ESRI Community Analyst, APD Urban Planning and Management 

28% of Centennial Hill residents have obtained a 
high school degree, while 8% have received a 
bachelor’s degree and 8% a graduate or 
professional degree

69.1% of Centennial Hill residents that are employed 
work in the service industry

89.9%

10.1%

Centennial Hill Labor Force

Population 16+
Employed

Population 16+
Unemployment rate

0% 5% 10% 15% 20% 25% 30% 35%

No High school diploma/GED

High School/GED Graduate

Some College, No Degree

Associate Degree

Bachelor's Degree

Graduate/Professional Degree

Highest Education Attained (25+)

Montgomery County City of Montgomery Centennial Hill



HOUSING
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HOUSING

73% of occupied 
housing units are rental

46% of rental units are 
subsidized

The vacancy rate for 
Centennial Hill  is 21.4%, 
nearly twice that of the 
City 

Most of the occupied 
housing stock (76.5%) 
was built in 1999 or 
earlier

Source: ESRI Community Analyst, APD Urban Planning and Management 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There is a housing market study underway that will tell us more about sales prices, rents and other important data when it is completed. This is important to understand where there are gaps in the housing market that this study should address.
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© OpenStreetMap (

Source: Montgomery Housing Authority, Montgomery Planning Department, APD Urban

LEGEND
Centennial Hill
Boundary Building
Footprints Market Rate
Units Subsidized Rentals 
Owner Occupied Units

0 400 800 1,200 1,600 2,000 2,400
Feet

1. Plaza at 
Centennial Hill 
Phase I and II 
LIHTC
258 units

2. Victor Tulane 
Gardens
Public Housing 
102 units

3. Paterson Court
Public Housing 200 units

1 2

3

SUBSIDIZED 
HOUSING



WORKSHOP 
ACTIVITIES• Vision Statement, Goals and 

Actions
• Locating Uses in Centennial Hill



WORKSHOP: VISION EXERCISE
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• Edit the Vision
• Set Goals for 

the Vision
• Determine 

Actions to 
Achieve the 
Goals

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The draft vision statement is derived from the Community Meeting in December, and feedback from the CHAB and Committee meetings. You may edit it by writing on the sheet to revise it.We need to then set Goals that will lead to achieving the CH vision. Here is an example. There could be many, and they come from what we heard you want for Centennial Hill. Things like Improving Safety, Celebrating History, Improving Educational outcomes, strengthening the neighborhood.Each Goal then has specific Action Steps that must be taken to make the Goal happen. This example builds on creating a Healthy Community.We will work for about 20 minutes on these. Each table should discuss what they think are important goals and write them in. Then brainstorm what Actions are needed to achieve the Goals. This exercise will help guide the planning process for the Choice Neighborhood plan, and will help us to agree on what is most important for Centennial Hill.



WORKSHOP: 
LAND USE EXERCISE
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Locate in the 
Yellow Areas:
• Housing
• Commercial
• Services
• Community
• Parks

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
This is a map of the entire study area for Centennial Hill. The colors on the map represent different things.Red marks historic places.Light green marks existing parks.Bright green locates the Genetta Ditch.Dark green on the right is the rail line that could eventually become a trail for pedestrians and bikes.Blue shows where churches and schools are.Everything in yellow has the potential to change, and the yellow areas are where we want you to tell us what should go there. The peel off stickers show different types of housing, office or bank, parks, grocery store, medical clinic, community center, and restaurants and retail shops. Place the stickers in the yellow areas where you think they would best belong. We will work on these as a group at each table and then share our results at the end. If you run out of stickers, you can write on the maps what belongs where.



RESULTS & 
NEXT STEPS

• Results will be Tabulated and 
included in the final 
recommendations for 
Centennial Hill.

• June is the next public meeting. 
We will report back and have 
preliminary plans to show you.

• Any Questions?
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